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Timeline 

 

 

722 - 625 BC 

❖ 722 - The 10 Northern Tribes of Israel are conquered by the Assyrians and the people 

are deported, as predicted through the Lord’s prophets. 

❖ 649 - Under Ashurbanipal, Assyrians capture and destroy Babylon.  

❖ 642 - A declining Assyrian Empire experiences revolts which affect Judah. 

❖ 640? - Birth of Jeremiah.  

❖ 631 - Initial reforms of King Josiah of Judah.  

❖ 626 - Jeremiah is called to be a prophet; he warns of an invasion from the north.  
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625 - 605 BC 

❖ 622 - Second phase of Josiah’s reforms when the book of the law is found in the 

temple. 

❖ 612 - Under Nabopolassar, Asshur and Nineveh fall, marking the end of the Assyrian 

Empire.  

❖ 610 - Babylonians and Medes take Harran from what remained of Assyrian forces.  

❖ 609 - King Josiah of Judah is killed by the Egyptians at Megiddo. Josiah’s son, 

Jehoahaz II, succeeds him and is deposed; he’s replaced by his brother, Jehoiakim. 

Jeremiah preaches his temple sermon (chapters 7-10). 

605 – 600 BC 

❖ 605 - the Egyptians were crushed at Carchemish on the Euphrates by 

Nebuchadnezzar. He then attacks Jerusalem and leads citizens of Judah into exile for 

the first time. This group probably contains Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 

❖ 604 - King Jehoiakim of Judah makes a decision to turn from his alliance with Egypt 

and submit to Nebuchadnezzar. 

❖ 602 - Jehoiakim rebels against Nebuchadnezzar, who punishes Judah by sending 

bands of raiders to devastate the land. 

❖ 601 - King Jehoiakim ignores Jeremiah’s warning and turns back to Egypt for support 

after Egypt defeats Babylon at Migdol. 

600 – 575 BC 

❖ 598 - A reinforced Babylonian army approaches Judah; King Jehoiakim dies. 

❖ 597 - Jehoiachin succeeds his father, Jehoiakim, and reigns three months and ten 

days. Nebuchadnezzar attacks Jerusalem and leads 3,023 citizens of Judah into exile 

for the second time. After only three months and ten days on the throne, Jehoiachin, 

the son of Jehoiakim, is also deported to Babylon, along with, Judah’s queen mother, 

the prophet Ezekiel, 10,000 nobles, fighting men, and skilled workers. Zedekiah, half-

brother of Jehoiakim, succeeds Jehoiachin, his nephew. 

❖ 586 - Judah’s last rebellion is crushed. Babylonian forces completely destroy 

Jerusalem. Zedekiah, the last king, is also deported to Babylon. 

❖ 582 - 745 more Jews from Egypt are carried off to Babylon. 
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Author 

Jeremiah was a priest (not a bullfrog), a member of the household of 

Hilkiah. His hometown was Anathoth (1:1), so he may have been a 

descendant of Abiathar (1 Kings 2:26), a priest during the days of 

King Solomon. His ministry was immediately preceded by that of 

Zephaniah. Habakkuk was a contemporary, and Obadiah may have 

been also. Since Ezekiel began his ministry in Babylon in 593 he too 

was a late contemporary of the great prophet in Jerusalem. 

Primarily a prophet of doom, he attracted only a few friends, among 

whom were Ahikam (26:24), Gedaliah (Ahikam’s son, 39:14) and 

Ebed-Melech (38:7–13; cf. 39:15–18). Jeremiah’s closest companion 

was his faithful secretary, Baruch, who wrote down Jeremiah’s words 

as the prophet dictated them (36:4–32). It is possible that Baruch was 

also responsible for the final compilation of the book of Jeremiah 

itself. The Lord commanded Jeremiah not to marry and raise children 

because the impending divine judgment on Judah would sweep 

away the next generation (16:1–4).  

Jeremiah has revealed a great deal about his character and personality. Although timid and 

reserved by nature (1:6), he received the Lord’s assurance that he would become strong and 

courageous (1:18; 6:27; 15:20). In his “confessions” (11:18–23; 12:1–4; 15:10–21; 17:12–18; 

18:18–23; 20:7–18) he laid bare the deep struggles of his inmost being, sometimes making 

startlingly honest statements about his feelings toward God (12:1; 15:18). On occasion, he 

engaged in calling for redress against his personal enemies (12:1–3; 15:15; 17:18; 18:19–23) - a 

practice that explains the origin of the English word “jeremiad,” referring to a denunciatory tirade 

or complaint. Jeremiah, so often characterized by anguish of spirit (4:19; 9:1; 10:19–20; 23:9), 

has been called the “weeping prophet.” But it is also true that the conviction of his divine call 

(1:17) and the Lord’s frequent reaffirmations of his commissioning as a prophet (see, e.g., 3:12; 

7:2, 27–28; 11:2, 6; 13:12–13; 17:19–20) made Jeremiah fearless in the service of his God (cf. 

15:20). 

The meaning of his name is uncertain. Suggestions include “The LORD exalts” and “The LORD 

establishes,” but a more likely proposal is “The LORD throws,” either in the sense of “hurling” the 

prophet into a hostile world or of “throwing down” the nations in divine judgment for their sins. 

How and when Jeremiah died is not known; Jewish tradition, however, asserts that while living in 

Egypt he was put to death by being stoned (cf. Hebrews 11:37). 
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Setting 

Israel and Judah existed between two giants. Egypt boasted a land area of c 1,000,000 km2 

and a population that ranged from c 4,000,000 in Moses’ time to c 6,000,000 in Jesus’ time. 

It had three harvests each year, was very urbanized, and could quickly raise and supply 

armies. 

It is estimated that at the height of the Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Empires, each 

controlled c 1,400,000 km2 of territory. Assyrian and Babylonian armies were immense, but 

their supply lines were long. Assyrian and Babylonian rulers always had to fear revolution 

from occupied territories, powerful cities, and ambitious nobility. 

In contrast, at its height, the Divided Kingdom of Israel controlled a land area of c 24,000 

km2, and Judah was c 9,000 km2 in size, making both countries much smaller than their 

powerful neighbors.  

Under Solomon, the United Kingdom of Israel was influential enough to form a marriage 

alliance with Egypt (1 Kings 3:1; 2 Chronicles 8:11). But when the kingdom divided under 

Solomon’s son Rehoboam, the region became subject to attack from powerful neighbors. 

Already in 927 BC, Pharaoh Shishak invaded Judah and attacked Jerusalem (1 Kings 14:25–

28; 2 Chronicles 12:2–12). From 927 to 539 BC, Egyptian pharaohs and Assyrian or 

Babylonian emperors fought over Israel and Judah. God’s work in and through these events 

is explained in 1 & 2 Kings.  

King Hezekiah reigned for forty-two years (729–686 BC) and began to reverse Judah’s 

spiritual bankruptcy. But when Hezekiah’s son, Manasseh, came to the throne, idolatrous and 

superstitious cultic practices and rites came back like a flood. Manasseh’s son Amon ruled 

for only two years (642–640 BC). He also reinstated idol worship as the official religion of 

Judah (2 Chronicles 33:22–23). 

When Jeremiah was called in 626 BC, the Assyrian empire still seemed to be strong, but 

Babylon was on the rise, and in less than twenty years Assyria would fall. Assyria’s capital city 

Nineveh fell under the onslaught of a coalition of Babylonians and Medes in 612 BC, Egypt 

(no friend of Babylon) marched northward in an attempt to rescue Assyria, which was near 

destruction. King Josiah of Judah made the mistake of trying to stop the Egyptian advance, 

and his untimely death near Megiddo in 609 at the hands of Pharaoh Neco II was the sad 

result (2 Chronicles 35:20–24). Egypt would fail in its efforts to re-establish itself as an 
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international power. Scythians, Medes, and other peoples threatened the Near East, either as 

raiders or as mercenaries in the imperial armies. 

Jeremiah prophesied under the last five kings of Judah. While Josiah was king (641–609 BC), 

there were reforms in the worship life of the people, especially after the discovery of the 

Book of the Law in the temple (either the book of Deuteronomy or a larger portion of the 

writings of Moses) around 621 BC. His character is best described by the writer of 2 Kings 

23:25: “Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned to the LORD as 

he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all 

the Law of Moses.”  

Two of the later kings, Jehoahaz and Jehoiachin, each reigned for only a short time, as they 

fell victim to the power struggles between Egypt and Babylon. Between these two short-term 

kings, Jehoiakim reigned for eleven years (609–598 BC), and many of Jeremiah’s prophecies 

of judgment against Judah come from his time as king. Jehoiakim was a puppet of pharaoh 

and a bitter enemy of Jeremiah. Cruel and greedy, he was primarily concerned about personal 

pleasure and entertainment. He was hostile to the worship of the Lord and even burned 

Jeremiah’s scroll, which was the Word of the Lord. He murdered at least one of the Lord’s 

prophets - a man by the name of Uriah - and tried to murder Jeremiah. The last king of Judah 

was Zedekiah, Jehoiakim’s half brother. Zedekiah imprisoned Jeremiah more than once and 

even dumped the prophet into a dry cistern, but he did try to protect Jeremiah from his most 

bitter enemies in the Judean government. Jeremiah summed up Zedekiah’s lack of faith with 

this comment: “Neither he nor his attendants nor the people of the land obeyed the word of 

the LORD that he spoke through the prophet Jeremiah” (37:2). 
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Style 

Jeremiah is the prophet of the “word of the LORD” (1:2). Of the 349 times the Old Testament 

uses the phrase “thus says the Lord,” Jeremiah accounts for 157 of them.  

Jeremiah is the longest book in the Bible, containing more words than any other book. 

Although a number of chapters were written mainly in prose (chapters 7; 11; 16; 19; 21; 24–

29; 32–45), including the appendix (chapter 52), most sections are predominantly poetic in 

form. Jeremiah’s poetry is as lofty and lyrical as any found elsewhere in Scripture. A creator 

of beautiful phrases, he has given us an abundance of memorable passages. Poetic repetition 

was used by Jeremiah with particular skill. He understood the effectiveness of repeating a 

striking phrase over and over. 

He made use of cryptograms on appropriate occasions. Alliteration and assonance were also 

a part of his literary style, examples being zarim wezeruha (“foreigners … to winnow her,” 

51:2) and paḥad wapaḥat wapaḥ (“Terror and pit and snare,” 48:43). 

Like Ezekiel, Jeremiah was often instructed to use symbolism to highlight his message: a 

ruined and useless belt (13:1–11), a smashed clay jar (19:1–12), a yoke of straps and 

crossbars (chapter 27), large stones in a brick pavement (43:8–13). Symbolic meaning is 

found also in the Lord’s commands to Jeremiah not to marry and raise children (16:1–4), not 

to enter a house where there is a funeral meal or where there is feasting (16:5–9), and to buy 

a field in his hometown, Anathoth (32:6–15). Similarly, the Lord used visual aids in conveying 

his message to Jeremiah: potter’s clay (18:1–10), two baskets of figs (chapter 24). 

Jeremiah’s preaching is like a series of relentless sledgehammer blows that were necessary 

to break the people’s hearts of stone. Because he is preaching to a hardened, impenitent 

people, there is little gospel relief inserted into the unrelenting warning of judgment. This is 

as painful for us to read as it was for Jeremiah to preach. You should read through the entire 

book fairly quickly to feel the emotional impact of its powerful message, a message which 

our society, which is largely indifferent to sin, needs to hear with its full impact. 
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Outline & Theme 

The purpose of the book is given in the first chapter and in the following prophecy. We may 

summarize it as follows: 

• To preach repentance to an ungodly nation in the hope that all who heard the 

message would repent. 

• To proclaim certain judgment if they did not repent. 

• To leave them without excuse so that in the future the survivors might repent. 

• To give the believers among them an understanding of what God was doing. 

• To comfort the believers with the sure promises of the Lord. 

Unlike Ezekiel, the oracles in Jeremiah are not arranged in chronological order. Had they 

been so arranged, the sequence of sections within the book would perhaps be as follows: 

1:1–7:15; chapter 26; 7:16–20:18; chapter 25; chapters 46–51; 36:1–8; chapter 45; 36:9–

32; chapter 35; chapters 21–24; chapters 27–31; 34:1–7; 37:1–10; 34:8–22; 37:11–38:13; 

39:15–18; chapters 32–33; 38:14–39:14; 52:1–30; chapters 40–44; 52:31–34.  

The outline below represents an analysis of the book of Jeremiah in the present order of its 

contents. 

I.  Call of the Prophet (ch. 1) 

II.  Warnings and Exhortations to Judah (chs. 2–35) 

A.  Earliest Discourses (chs. 2–6) 

B.  Temple Message (chs. 7–10) 
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C.  Covenant and Conspiracy (chs. 11–13) 

D.  Messages concerning the Drought (chs. 14–15) 

E.  Disaster and Comfort (16:1–17:18) 

F.  Command to Keep the Sabbath Holy (17:19–27) 

G.  Lessons from the Potter (chs. 18–20) 

H.  Condemnation of Kings, Prophets and People (chs. 21–24) 

I.  Foretelling the Babylonian Exile (chs. 25–29) 

J.  Promises of Restoration and the New Covenant (chs. 30–33) 

K.  Historical Appendix (chs. 34–35) 

III.  Sufferings and Persecutions of the Prophet (chs. 36–38) 

A.  Burning Jeremiah’s Scroll (ch. 36) 

B.  Imprisoning Jeremiah (chs. 37–38) 

IV.  The Fall of Jerusalem and Its Aftermath (chs. 39–45) 

A.  The Fall Itself (ch. 39) 

B.  Accession and Assassination of Gedaliah (40:1–41:15) 

C.  Migration to Egypt (41:16–43:13) 

D.  Prophecy against Those in Egypt (ch. 44) 

E.  Promise to Baruch (ch. 45) 

V.  Judgment against the Nations (chs. 46–51) 

A.  Against Egypt (ch. 46) 

B.  Against Philistia (ch. 47) 

C.  Against Moab (ch. 48) 

D.  Against Ammon (49:1–6) 

E.  Against Edom (49:7–22) 

F.  Against Damascus (49:23–27) 

G.  Against Kedar and Hazor (Arabia) (49:28–33) 

H.  Against Elam (49:34–39) 

I.  Against Babylon (chs. 50–51) 

VI.  Historical Appendix (ch. 52)  
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Chapter 1 

What does verses 4-10 tell us about vocations, or callings, in life? 

 

 

In verses 6-9 the Lord prepared Jeremiah to be his prophet. How did he do this?   

 

 

When it comes to speaking the Word of God, what are our objections? How are some of 

them answered by God’s response to Jeremiah?   

 

 

God called Jeremiah to a ministry that would “uproot and tear down, destroy and overthrow, 

build and plant.” How does that happen when we as individuals share God’s Word?  



13 | P a g e  

 

What’s the point of the vision of… 

• the almond tree?  

 

  

• the boiling pot?  

 

 

What does God have to say in judgment of Israel already in this first chapter?   

 

 

In verse 17, the Lord says to Jeremiah, “Do not be terrified by them, or I will terrify you before 

them.” What does he mean? (c.f. Matthew 10:32-33) 

 

 

Chapter 2 

What fault did the Jews find in the Lord? When might you need to hear this question asked 

of you? When would it be appropriate to ask it of someone else?  

 

 

 

Watching the Almond 
The Hebrew word for “almond 

tree” comes from a root word 

meaning “to be awake, watchful.” 

It was given this name because it 

was the first tree to wake up and 

blossom to signal the coming of 

spring.  
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LUTHERAN STUDY BIBLE: Cyprus & Kedar 

The Lord charges His people with a faithlessness not found even among the 

heathen nations, from the Great Sea in the west (Cyprus or Kittim) to the 

nomadic peoples in the east (Kedar in the North Arabian Desert).. 

 

The Lord asks in verse 11, “Has a nation ever changed its 

gods?” This may be an odd question for us to consider. 

What is the point of the question? How would we answer 

it?   

 

 

What are the two sins of God’s people in verse 13?   

  

 

 

CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE 

STUDY BIBLE: Shihor 

The Hebrew word translated Nile is 

shichor, meaning “blackness.” Referring 

to the Nile River in this way denigrates its 

status as a god among the Egyptians. 

Hence, it was futile for Judah to trust Assyria or Egypt to 

rescue them from the coming threat. 

 

How does the Lord describe Israel’s sin in the second half of the chapter?  

 

  

Plundered Slave 
The chief reference in verse 14 

may be to the invasion of 

Pharaoh Shishak, who carried off 

to Egypt large amounts of 

treasure from both the temple 

and the palace (1 Kings 14:25–

28). 

Memphis & 

Tahpanhes 
Memphis was the capital of Lower 

Egypt, approximately thirteen 

miles south of Cairo. Tahpanhes 

was a fortress close to the 

northeastern boundary of Egypt.  
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Chapter 3 

With the spiritual prostitution of God’s people, should he ever take them back? How should 

we apply verse 1 into our ministry of God’s Word?   

 

 

 

What effects have God’s people seen because of their spiritual prostitution? What is their 

response to God pointing this out?   

 

 

 

What is God’s comfort and encouragement to faithless Israel & Judah? To us?   

 

 

 

Chapter 4 

How would this new enemy that the Lord would bring be different from previous enemies?   

 

 

 

From this chapter, what impression do you get of Jeremiah’s feelings in proclaiming the 

Lord’s judgment?   

 

 

 

What comfort is offered in this chapter?   

 

 

 

In verses 30 & 31, what are God’s people doing in spite of the proclamations of judgment?   
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Chapter 5 

How thoroughly have the people of Judah been corrupted by sin?   

 

 

 

 

John Donne, a 17th century English preacher, once wrote, “I need thy thunder, O my God, thy 

music will not serve me.” What did he mean? Compare his statement with verse 3. 

 

 

 

Again, what comfort do we see amidst all the judgment?   

 

 

 

 

Chapter 6 

What other specific sins are mentioned in God’s 

judgment of Judah?   

 

 

 

 

Why are the people not listening to God’s call of 

repentance in the face of judgment?   

 

 

 

 

In the midst of the judgment, where do you see comfort?   

 

 

 

Shepherds with their 

Flocks 
The enemy is compared to 

shepherds with sheep. Sheep eat 

the grass almost to the roots, so 

nothing is left when they are 

done. 
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Chapter 7 

What deceptive words were the people trusting in? When might we do the same? What word 

should they trust?   

 

 

 

 

What does it mean that the house of God had been turned into “a den of robbers” (verse 

11)? Why did Jesus quote this verse in Luke 19:46?   

 

 

 

 

Why should the people not trust in the temple for their safety from destruction?   

 

 

 

 

How should we understand the words of verse 16?   

 

 

 

 

How horrible had the people’s idolatry been? 

(Verses 30-34)   
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Chapter 8 

Look at the natural happenings described in the following verses. How did God’s people act 

unnaturally?   

 

 

 

How might someone use verse 8 to prove that the Bible we have has been falsified? How 

can you show that the Bible we have has been faithfully preserved? 

 

 

 

PEOPLE’S BIBLE COMMENTARY: The Lying Pen of the Scribes has Handled it Falsely 

Although the nation of Israel had accumulated great wealth of learning, 

there was abysmal ignorance. The scribes were professional interpreters of 

the Law of Moses. They had studied and expounded the Law of Moses at 

great length. They had memorized great portions of the Old Testament. 

But they did not know anything, because they had thrown away the key to 

understanding. Sin and grace, repentance and faith—the heart of God’s 

message in the Bible—was a mystery to them. Since they had rejected the 

kernel of scriptural truth, they were left with only the shell. Thinking 

themselves wise, they became fools. Being fools, they entangled their people with their folly. 

What a lesson for us! Mere knowledge of Scripture, however great it might be, is not wisdom. 

Wisdom begins when the sinner trembles before the righteous God. Wisdom flowers when 

the forgiven sinner lives by the grace of the Lord. Without this wisdom, no matter how much 

a person knows of the Bible, he remains in darkness. In darkness there is no hope. 

What is Jeremiah’s cry in response to proclaiming more 

words of judgment? (verses 18-22) Where do we turn for 

comfort?   

 

 

 

  

Balm in Gilead 
This region on the eastern shore 

of the Jordan River was famous 

for a balm, or healing ointment, 

that was made from the resin of 

trees found in the area. A possible 

modern equivalent saying might 

be, “Isn’t there medicine at the 

hospital or the pharmacy? Can’t 

we go and get that?” 
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Chapter 9 

What is Jeremiah’s emotional tug & pull?   

 

 

 

Is there always a direct correlation between sin and to disaster and suffering in your life? 

Explain your answer.   

 

 

 

Verses 23 and 24 contain one of the most beautiful and concise statements in Scripture 

about how to live. What was the Lord telling Judah? What is he telling us? Name one way 

you can put this into practice in your life.   

 

 

 

How was Judah completely missing the point of circumcision? (verses 25-26)   

 

 

 

 

Chapter 10 

“Do not learn the ways of the nations.” (verse 1) How might we be doing that?   

 

 

 

How is the Lord like none other?   

 

 

 

What is Jeremiah’s distress? What does he ask of the Lord? In verses 17 and 18, it is clear 

that the Lord is speaking. But who is speaking in verses 19-22? Explain your answer.   
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Chapter 11 

Why do you think the Lord brings up the terms of the Sinaitic covenant?   

 

 

 

When we are confirmed, we pledge our faithfulness to God. What important reminder do 

verses 3-5 contain for those who have promised faithfulness to God?   

 

 

 

What is the “conspiracy among the people of Judah”?   

 

 

 

Why did the Lord tell Jeremiah not to pray for the people? (verse 14)   

 

 

 

The conspiracy against the Lord spilled over to Jeremiah. What did the Lord reveal to 

Jeremiah? (verses 18-19)   

 

 

Chapter 12 

What is Jeremiah’s case before the Lord? What have you seen or happened in your life that 

would cause you to bring up a similar case?   

 

 

 

Do you ever pray for the judgment of others? Why or why not?   

 

 

 

What is the Lord’s answer to Jeremiah’s case?   
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Chapter 13 

What is the point of the visual of the linen belt? What 

might be another (modern?) analogy to make the same 

point? Why use visuals to proclaim God’s Word?   

 

 

 

 

 

What is the point of the wineskins analogy?   

 

 

 

 

 

Verses 15-23 describe the future desolation of Judah. 

At this point, it was not far off. Notice that God still 

encourages the people to repent and avert disaster. Yet 

at this point, that was not possible. How does the Lord 

state that fact in verse 23?   

 

 

 

 

Why is the punishment predicted in verses 26 and 27 

appropriate in view of Judah’s crimes?   

 

 

 

  

Perath 
Jeremiah was required to make a 

trip of about 400 miles each way 

to the Euphrates River to hide and 

to retrieve the belt.  

King & Queen Mother 
The reference in verses 18 & 19 

is to Jehoiachin, who became king 

of Judah at the age of 18, and his 

mother, whose name was 

Nehushta. After a reign of only 

three months, in 597 BC. 

Jehoiachin and his mother were 

led away into captivity in Babylon 

(2 Kings 24:15).  
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Chapter 14 

What should earthly suffering like a drought cause us to do, as it was meant to do for the 

people of Judah?   

 

 

Instead of doing what they were supposed to do, what did people say as they listened to 

Jeremiah’s prophecies?   

 

 

What hope does Jeremiah have in spite of what the people of Judah were doing?   

 

 

 

Chapter 15 

Who are Moses and Samuel? Why does the Lord bring them up? How might we fall into the 

same mindset as the people of Judah who would have requested these two?   

 

 

Who are the four kinds of destroyers? (verse 3) Why four?   

 

 

What had Manasseh son of Hezekiah King of Judah done? Look up 2 Chronicles 33:1-20. 

Even though Manasseh’s actions brought terrible consequences on the people of Judah, 

what comforting lesson do we also learn from his life?   

 

 

What is Jeremiah’s plea? When have you felt the same way? What incorrect cause of his 

suffering did Jeremiah suggest? (verse 18) What did the Lord tell Jeremiah to do? (verses 

19-21)   

 

 

What will the Lord do for Jeremiah?   
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Chapter 16 

Jeremiah would need strength from above to carry the heavy burden the Lord had in store 

for him. The prophet would make an object lesson of his life. What was the Lord telling his 

people by forbidding Jeremiah to… 

• marry? (verses 1-4)  

 

 

• attend funerals? (verses 5-7)  

 

 

• attend wedding celebrations? (verses 8-9)  

 

 

The symbolic actions Jeremiah was to take would have required him to miss out on important 

family events. What do you think Jeremiah’s family thought of him? What was the Lord 

teaching Jeremiah about the place he claims for himself in the hearts of his people?   

 

 

 

Even with this heavy law proclamation, what good news does the Lord hold out for his 

people? What response does this evoke out of Jeremiah?   

 

 

 

Chapter 17 

How were the sins of Judah’s people inscribed “on the tablets of their hearts”? (verses 1-4) 

 

 

 

In verses 12-18 Jeremiah affirms God’s punishment on the wicked. Yet what does he confess 

he needs the Lord to continually do with his heart?   
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Chapter 18 

The imagery of the potter working at the wheel 

is iconic. How have you seen God shaping, 

reshaping, and molding you into what he wants 

you to be?   

 

 

 

 

 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Yet, God has in 

his unchangeable nature the ability for him to change a judgment based on what people do 

in free will. Why tell us this?   

 

 

 

As Jeremiah preached this word of the Lord, how did the people respond? How did Jeremiah 

respond? When should we do the same?   

 

 

 

Chapter 19 

This is a hard read, this judgment on Judah. What are 

some of the verses that make you sick to your stomach?   

 

 

 

There is clearly a relationship between the object lesson 

of the clay jar in this chapter and the potter’s house in 

the previous chapter. What progression in thought is 

there between the two? What warning is there in that 

progression? (See John 12:37-40.)   

 

 

 

Valley of Ben Hinnom 

- Topheth 
This was the city dump, an 

appropriate place for Jeremiah’s 

sermon in view of the message 

Jeremiah had for the elders and 

priests of Jerusalem. The gate 

nearby was known as the 

Potsherd Gate because people 

carried their potsherds (broken 

pieces of pottery) and other refuse 

through it, which was then 

dumped into the Hinnom Valley.  
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Chapter 20 

Throughout this chapter, Jeremiah seemingly exudes 

confidence in the face of persecution. Then, at other 

times, he seems to make an about face and drop into a 

pit of despair and cast accusations at God. From your 

own experiences, how do you explain Jeremiah’s tonal 

shift?   

 

 

 

 

In verses 7-18 Jeremiah almost seems to be out of his mind. He goes back and forth, saying 

contradictory things. Look at each section. What is Jeremiah’s point? Can you identify with 

his “mood swings”?   

 

 

Chapter 21 

The incident recorded in this chapter took place in 588 BC, when the Babylonian army had 

already begun the siege (verse 4) that within two years would end in Jerusalem’s destruction.   

 

 

Read 2 Chronicles 36:11-14. In view of this, how would you describe Zedekiah’s request for 

help from the Lord? (verses 1-2)   

 

 

“Perhaps the Lord will perform wonders for us.” What wonders of times past have the people 

of Judah seen? (Some examples include: Exodus 7-12; 2 Kings 18:17-19:37; Isaiah 7:1-14, 

36:1-38:22)?   

 

 

Zedekiah would not be able to stop the Babylonians from coming and besieging Jerusalem. 

However, what did God tell the people to do in order to survive the siege?   

 

 

At the Upper Gate 
A temple gate would have been a 

busy place. To be put into the 

stocks there would have been 

extremely humiliating for 

Jeremiah and would have 

exposed him to the jeers of those 

who hated his message of 

disaster.  
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Chapter 22 

Verses 24-30 are addressed to Jehoiachin, who ruled 

for three months and was then taken with his mother 

to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. The end of his reign 

marked the end of the father-son pattern of succession 

of kings from the house of David. Yet the Lord left a 

testimony that David’s house would never end. How did 

this happen according to 2 Kings 24:6-14?   

 

 

 

 

What good can come from God’s judgment of 

Jerusalem and its people?   

 

 

 

 

There is a saying: This will hurt me more than it will hurt 

you. How did the Lord express this in verses 6 and 7?   

 

 

 

 

 

This chapter continues the Lord’s judgment of the recent kings of Judah. If you had a one-

on-one meeting with the governor or with the president, what lessons from this chapter 

would be ones that you would impress upon them?   

 

 

Dead King 
In verses 10-12, the people are 

told not to mourn for the “dead 

king,” Josiah, who died in battle. 

Instead they are to mourn for his 

son and successor Shallum, also 

known as Jehoahaz, who ruled for 

three months, was deposed by 

Pharaoh Neco, and was taken as 

a hostage to Egypt never to return 

(2 Kings 23:31-34).  

Lebanon, Bashan, 

Abarim 
These were mountainous regions, 

the first two in the north and the 

third in the south, suitable heights 

from which the whole land of 

Israel could be rhetorically 

addressed. Also, many rich lived 

in homes made from the cedars 

of Lebanon. Their allies were now 

destroyed by the Babylonians, 

while they also rejected the Lord.  
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Chapter 23 

Who is this righteous Branch? What is the significance of him being called “Our 

Righteousness”?   

 

 

 

The Israelites were delivered from slavery and brought to the land promised to Abraham and 

his descendants through a series of destructive plagues. The Jews living in exile in Babylon 

returned to Jerusalem by the decree of a foreign king. How will this second deliverance of 

God’s people overshadow the first?   

 

 

 

How can you tell a true prophet from a lying one?   

 

 

 

How is the LORD’s word like fire and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?   
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Chapter 24 

King Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah three different times 

(over a period of 20 years), each time taking captives to 

Babylon. The first time was in 605 BC, during the reign of 

King Jehoiachim, when Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego were taken to Babylon (Daniel 1:1-2). The 

second deportation of Jews occurred in 597 BC, during the 

reign of King Jehoiachin (2 Kings 24:14). The third 

deportation came in 586 BC, when Jerusalem fell and the 

survivors were taken into exile (2 Kings 25:11). The vision 

of the two baskets of figs comes after the second 

deportation. 

Who are the good and bad figs?   

 

 

The Jews in Jerusalem assumed that the troubles of the exiles must have been a punishment 

for their sins. What warning is there in this for us? (See Hebrews 12:5-6.)   

 

 

Chapter 25 

This is the 23rd year of Jeremiah’s ministry, or 605 BC. It was an important year in the history 

of the ancient world. In that year the army of Babylon, under the command of 

Nebuchadnezzar, defeated Egypt at the battle of Carchemish to become the world power of 

the day. Also in that year, upon the death of his father, Nabopolassar, Nebuchadnezzar, 

whom God had chosen as his servant to punish Judah (verse 9), became king of Babylon. 

How long with the desolation of Judah last? Thoughts 

on why that specific time frame?   

 

 

What will happen afterwards?   

 

 

How does the picture of nations drinking the cup of God’s wrath help to explain Jesus’ plea 

in Gethsemane that, if possible, the “cup” be taken from him?   

Ripen Early 
The first ripe figs were considered 

a delicacy by the Jews.  

All the Nations 
The nations listed in verses 17-

26 are roughly listed from south 

(Egypt) to north (Babylon). 
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Chapter 26 

We know that preaching God’s law and calling people to repentance is generally not popular, 

but how did the priests, prophets, and people respond? Why is this especially troubling?   

 

 

 

All through this, how does God continue to show his patient mercy and desire to save the 

Jewish people?   

 

 

 

What is the verdict of the officials and the people? (verse 16) How did they come to that 

verdict?   

 

 

 

What does the ability of “the elders of the land” underscore about the benefit of adult Bible 

study? (verse 17) (Also see Psalm 71:18.)   

 

 

 

Although Jeremiah was spared along with his supporter Ahikam, what was the fate of Uriah 

son of Shemaiah from Kiriath Jearim?   

 

 

 

The events of this chapter force us to ask ourselves the question of whether or not we would 

preach God’s Word even in the face of death. And, yet, when we reflect in our hearts, have 

we shied away from preaching God’s Word when even less is on the line than our lives?   
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Chapter 27 

What was the point of Jeremiah’s yoke? To whom 

did this symbolic preaching apply?   

 

 

 

 

Why was surrender and submission to 

Nebuchadnezzar necessary? (verses 5-7)   

 

 

 

In the first two deportations, Babylon had taken the smaller precious items from the temple 

and the king’s palace to Babylon. What should the false prophets have begun to do in light 

of what happened to these articles and in light of what the Lord said would happen to the 

rest of them?   

 

 

 

Even though the false prophets were saying that the articles to the Temple would be restored 

soon and that they would no longer be subject to Nebuchadnezzar, what promise of hope 

did the LORD leave with the people? (verse 22)   

 

 

 

Chapter 28 

How would you characterize Jeremiah’s response to Hananiah’s prophecy?   

 

 

Jeremiah proclaimed judgment because of Judah’s sin; Hananiah proclaimed peace and 

ignored the sins of the people. Do you see the same contrasts in preaching today? Which 

message do you think will be more popular? Why is it necessary to proclaim God’s wrath 

against sin? (See 2 Corinthians 7:8-13a.)   
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Chapter 29 

The letter was carried by members of an official delegation King Zedekiah sent to King 

Nebuchadnezzar. The delegation may have been sent to Babylon to ease any concerns 

Nebuchadnezzar may have had about Zedekiah’s loyalty. 

Sometime after 597 BC, the year in which King Jehoiachin and his mother were deported to 

Babylon along with many craftsmen and carpenters from Jerusalem, Jeremiah sent a letter to 

the Jews who were living in exile far from their homes in Judah. What was Jeremiah’s message 

to those already in exile in Babylon from the first deportation?   

 

 

 

 

Jeremiah’s assurance that the exile would eventually end must have brought comfort to the 

Jews in Babylon. How does God give us the same comfort? (See John 16:19-22.)   
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Chapter 30 

The Lord who punishes the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate him, is also the Lord who shows love to a thousand generations 

of those who love him and keep his commands. To ensure the permanence of the words of 

comfort that fill chapters 30–33, the Lord commands that Jeremiah write them in a book. 

What words of comfort does the LORD have Jeremiah record? What’s your favorite word of 

comfort?   

 

 

 

 

This section has some explicit prophesies pointing to Jesus. What are they and where do you 

find them?   

 

 

 

Chapter 31 

What motivates God to promise that he will restore his wayward people? (verses 3-6)   

 

 

 

This chapter has a few verses that are quoted elsewhere in the Bible. How do each of the 

following verses see a fulfillment?   

• Verse 15 is quoted in the New Testament – Matthew 2:13-18 

 

• Verse 29 is quoted in the Old Testament – Ezekiel 18:2 

 

• Verses 31-34 are quoted in the New Testament - Hebrews 8:6-13; 10:1-18 

 

 

What do the words “This is my blood of the new covenant,” which we hear when we celebrate 

the Lord’s Supper, mean for us?   
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Chapter 32 

What has happened to Jeremiah “off-screen”?   

 

 

 

Why did Jeremiah buy the field?   

 

 

 

Why does the Lord remind Jeremiah of his many threats against Jerusalem? (verses 26-35)   

 

 

 

It is clear from verse 36 that Jeremiah is focusing on the destruction of Jerusalem. What does 

God want him to focus on? (verses 37-44) Is the same true for us?   

 

 

 

Chapter 33 

What is God’s promise through Jeremiah to the people of Judah?   

 

 

 

How can verses 17-18 be true? Take into account everything in this chapter.   

 

 

 

Who are “the descendants of David” (verse 22) who will be as countless as the stars and 

measureless as the sand on the seashore? (See Genesis 15:5-6; Galatians 3:6-14.)   

 

 

  

10th Year of Zedekiah 
This was the year 587 BC. The 

Babylonian army had already laid 

the siege that would end in 

Jerusalem’s destruction. 
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Chapter 34 

Although Zedekiah was not a good king of Judah, what mercy and grace did God prophesy 

for him through Jeremiah?   

 

 

What decree/covenant did the people of Jerusalem 

enter in to? What did they ultimately do with that 

covenant? What was the Lord’s response to their 

actions?   

 

 

The people of Jerusalem misused their temporary 

freedom from war by returning to their sins. How can 

something similar happen among us?   

 

 

Chapter 35 

The events recorded in this chapter took place during the reign of King Jehoiakim, who ruled 

Judah from 609–598 BC. This means that this incident took place a decade or more before 

the events recorded in the previous chapter. 

 

Cut in Two…Walked 

Between 
This phrase from verse 18 

recounted the normal way people 

in the East ratified covenants. 

Animals were cut in half, and the 

halves placed opposite each 

other. The parties passed between 

the pieces. The bloody carcasses 

illustrated what should happen to 

them if they broke the covenant. 
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The Rekabites had some unusual customs. We are not 

told about their motives for adopting these customs, but 

they may reflect some very wholesome and God-pleasing 

attitudes. Can you make sense of them?   

 

 

 

 

 

What was the point of having Jeremiah go and bring the 

Rekabites to the Temple? Contrast the behavior of the 

Rekabites with that of God’s own people? (verses 12-15)   

 

 

 

 

 

Can Christians today adopt customs that express their 

faith in unique ways without forcing their behavior on 

others? Give some examples.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rekabites 
The Rekabites were not Jews. 

They were a nomadic clan 

(verses 7-10) descended from 

“Jonadab son of Rekab” (verse 6), 

who had assisted Jehu in 

exterminating Baal worship from 

Israel (2 Kings 10:15-27). They 

were related to the Kenites (1 

Chronicles 2:54-55), who 

descended from Moses’ father-in-

law, Jethro (Judges 1:16). 

Jonadab rejected a settled way of 

life for the life of a nomad, and 

his lifestyle became the norm for 

his clan (verse 6-10). They were 

forced to move to Jerusalem 

when Nebuchadnezzar 

threatened Judah in 598 BC 

(verse 11). 
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Chapter 36 

Jeremiah received the command to write down the words 

the Lord had given him in the “fourth year of Jehoiakim,” 

or about 605 BC. By this time Jeremiah had been 

proclaiming God’s Word as a prophet for nearly 25 years. 

Why would “a day of fasting” present a suitable occasion 

for reading the words of the scroll? (verses 4-7)   

 

 

 

What did the king do as the words of Jeremiah were read 

from the scroll? What did this show about him? What was his judgment? (verses 20-32)   

 

 

 

How is the Bible still cut up and burned today?   

 

 

 

Through the centuries, many people have tried to destroy God’s Word, yet what has always 

happened?   

 

 

 

Chapter 37 

The final days of Judah can be confusing. The Babylonian captivity was a somewhat gradual 

process. Most of the territory of Judah lay in the hands of Babylon already during Jehoiakim’s 

reign, and people were being deported to Babylon, but Jerusalem still had not fallen. 

Jerusalem fell three months into Jehoiachin’s reign. More people were taken captive into 

Babylon, including Jehoiachin and his mother. At that time the Babylonians also took the 

wealth of Judah, including the temple furnishings, to Babylon. They set up Zedekiah, 

Jehoiakim’s brother, as king in Jerusalem. Zedekiah, however, rebelled. This set up 

Nebuchadnezzar’s final siege on Jerusalem. He took the city and completely destroyed it. 

The people of Jerusalem were taken into captivity. This is the third deportation. Chapter 37 

takes place as the Babylonians were laying siege on Jerusalem prior to its final downfall. 

“I Cannot Go to the 

Lord’s Temple” 
We are not told why Jeremiah 

was not permitted to go into the 

temple courts, but it may have 

been that his earlier addresses 

(chapters 7 and 26) had angered 

the authorities. 
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As the Babylonian army was about to leave its siege of Jerusalem, what message did the Lord 

have to Zedekiah?   

 

 

 

What persecution did Jeremiah face? How did Zedekiah show some amount of repentance?   

 

 

 

Chapter 38 

Certain officials of Judah said to King Zedekiah that Jeremiah was not seeking the good of 

the people by telling them that there was no hope of beating Babylon and that they should 

instead surrender to them. How is the same charge leveled against preachers of the truth 

today?   

 

 

 

Has faithfulness to the Lord ever caused you more problems than you had before? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

How did the Lord save Jeremiah? (verses 7-13)   

 

 

 

 

Do you find yourself feeling sympathetic or unsympathetic 

to King Zedekiah? Explain your answer?   
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Chapter 39 

After a siege of 18 months, which was interrupted briefly while Nebuchadnezzar dealt with 

the Egyptian army, the Babylonian army broke through the walls of Jerusalem. The city fell in 

July of the year 586 BC. 

This chapter is filled with fulfillments. What can we learn by God having all of these recorded?  

• Verse 3 is a fulfillment of Jeremiah 1:15. 

• Verses 5-7 fulfilled 34:3.  

• Verse 8 fulfilled 38:8.  

• Verses 11-12 fulfill 1:8,19. 

• Verses 15-18 fulfill 38:7-13.  

 

 

Why do you think Nebuchadnezzar commanded that 

Jeremiah be given special protection? (verses 11-12) 

Compare the treatment Jeremiah received at the hands 

of his countrymen with what he received at the hands of 

the unbelievers?   

Chapter 40 

Left Behind the Poor 

People 
To prevent further insurrections in 

Judah, the Babylonians deported 

the people still remaining in 

Jerusalem. The few poor people 

(verses 9-10) who were left 

behind to care for the land would 

undoubtedly have been very 

grateful for being given fields and 

vineyards and would have little 

inclination to rebel. 
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The apparent discrepancy between the account of 

Jeremiah being given his freedom in the previous 

chapter (39:11-14) and his being bound in chains at 

Ramah is easily explained. Although Nebuchadnezzar 

had ordered Jeremiah to be set free from prison, the 

prophet had mistakenly been bound with chains and led 

to a processing area at Ramah with the other captives 

from Jerusalem. There he was located and released. 

What amazing truth do we learn by the fact that 

Nebuzaradan knew of Jeremiah’s prophecies?   

 

 

 

 

Why do you think Nebuzaradan treated Jeremiah with 

such kindness?   

 

 

 

Chapter 41 

Clearly the Lord was continuing to chasten his people, 

this time, those left in Judah. What was the end result of 

Ishmael’s whole fiasco? (verses 10-15)   

 

 

 

 

What did the survivors in Judah decide to do? (verses 

16-18) Why would they do this? 

 

 

 

  

Gedaliah 
It is noteworthy that 

Nebuchadnezzar showed his 

wisdom as a ruler by appointing 

neither a Babylonian, which 

would have made the Jews angry, 

nor a descendant of the house of 

David (such as Ishmael), which 

might have sparked hope among 

the Jews for another rebellion. 

Gedaliah was a Jew from a godly 

family. His grandfather Shaphan 

had been secretary of state when 

the Book of the Law was found in 

Josiah’s time (2 Kings 22:3-14) 

and his father, Ahikam, spoke up 

in defense of Jeremiah (26:24). 

Baalis…Ishmael 
Baalis, the King of Ammon, was 

not happy to see order being 

restored in Judah under Gedaliah. 

Instability in Judah might force 

Babylon to focus attention on 

Judah and leave his country 

alone. For this reason he sent 

Ishmael, the son of Nethaniah, 

who was a descendant of the 

house of David (41:1), to 

assassinate Gedaliah. 

Mizpah 
With Jerusalem destroyed, 

Gedaliah established his 

headquarters in Mizpah, a city to 

the north of Jerusalem. 
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Chapter 42 

The people sought Jeremiah for advice. What did the Lord tell them through Jeremiah?  

 

 

 

Even before he had waited for the reply of the people, Jeremiah accused them of rebellion. 

Why didn’t he wait for them to speak? (42:19-22)   

 

 

 

Chapter 43 

How did the Jews respond to the word of the Lord 

through Jeremiah? Is there a time that you can share of 

doing something similar?   

 

 

 

What was Jeremiah’s prophecy once they were in Egypt?   

 

 

 

Chapter 44 

Jeremiah preached his last sermon to an assembly of unbelieving Jews in Egypt. What two 

truths stand out as Jeremiah reviews the history of Judah? (verses 1-6) What does Jeremiah 

hope to accomplish with his review of history? (verses 7-10)   

 

 

 

In spite of all of Jeremiah’s preaching of repentance and the destruction of Jerusalem, what 

were the Jews still doing in Israel? What are times when we don’t spiritually “get it” either?   

 

 

Attack Egypt 
Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion of 

Egypt occurred in the 37th year of 

his reign, or about 568 BC. 

According to the Jewish historian 

Josephus, all the Jews living in 

Egypt at that time were deported 

to Babylon. 
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How do you see a colossal spiritual failure on the part of 

husbands and wives in this chapter?   

 

 

 

 

What will God do as a result of the remnant of Judah’s 

continued idolatry?   

 

 

 

All Jeremiah has to show for his 40 years of preaching and 

pleading, sweating and suffering is the fact that “very few” 

Jews will survive and return to Judah. What glimmer of 

hope shines in Jeremiah’s dark message of judgment? 

(verses 11-14) What comfort is there here for pastors, 

parishioners, and parents whose work at times seems in 

vain?   

 

 

 

 

Chapter 45 

Baruch, the son of Neriah and secretary of Jeremiah, came from an 

influential family in Jerusalem. It is very likely that his grandfather Mahseiah 

(32:12) is the man (Maaseiah) who is referred to in 2 Chronicles 34:8 as 

governor of Jerusalem during Josiah’s reign. His brother Seraiah was a “staff 

officer” in the court of Zedekiah (51:59). 

The fourth year of Jehoiakim was 605 BC. This was an important year in the ancient world. It 

was the year in which Babylon defeated Egypt in the battle of Carchemish to become the 

superpower of the ancient Middle East. It was also the year in which Nebuchadnezzar 

ascended to the throne of Babylon following the death of his father, Nabopolassar. It was 

also in this year that Jeremiah had dictated all the words he had spoken in Jerusalem since 

the day of his call into the prophetic ministry 23 years before (36:2-4). The scroll on which 

Baruch wrote Jeremiah’s words had been cut up and burned by King Jehoiakim (36:23). 

Queen of Heaven 
The Jews had gathered to 

celebrate a great festival, but it 

was not one of the festivals the 

Lord had commanded. This was a 

festival to the Queen of Heaven, 

that is, Ishtar, the Babylonian 

goddess of fertility. 

The Sign 
To assure the Jews of the truth of 

his Word, God gave his people a 

sign. The sign would be the fall of 

Pharaoh Hophra, who reigned 

over Egypt from 588–568 BC. The 

“enemies” to whom Hophra was 

handed over were not the 

Babylonians but his own officers 

and subjects, who dethroned and 

strangled him. The Lord, not the 

Queen of Heaven, was in control. 
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What caused Baruch to voice his discouragement with life? (verse 1) How might Baruch’s 

background and the events in the world of his time explain his discouragement with his 

situation in life? What insight does verse 5 give as to another reason for Baruch’s 

discouragement?  

 

 

 

How does the Lord respond to Baruch’s complaint?  

 

 

 

How do the words of verses 4-5 apply to our country?  

 

 

 

Chapter 46 

Jeremiah’s prophecies dealt first with the punishment of Judah. In chapters 46–51, however, 

the man who had been commissioned as God’s prophet “to the nations” (1:5) foretold the 

coming of God’s judgment on the countries around Israel. He prophesied first the destruction 

of Egypt by Babylon (chapter 46), then Babylon’s rule over some of the smaller nations 

around Israel (chapters 47–49), and finally, the destruction of Babylon (chapters 50-51). The 

first part of Jeremiah’s prophecy against Egypt in verses 2-12 deals with its defeat at the 

battle of Carchemish by the Babylonian army in 605 BC. The second part of the prophecy 

against Egypt in verses 13-26 deals with the invasion of Egypt by Nebuchadnezzar, which 

took place in 568 BC. 

You can have the greatest military strategies or the largest and most advanced army. Yet, 

who controls every battle, every war?   

 

 

 

Why does God record these prophecies against Egypt?   

 

 

 

  



43 | P a g e  
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Chapter 47 

The Philistines lived to the south and west of Judah along 

the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. They had been a thorn 

in Israel’s side since the time Israel entered the Promised 

Land (Judges 3:1-4). Whenever the Philistines were strong, 

they tried to expand from the coastal plain into the hill 

country of Judah. These attempts were opposed by Shamgar 

(Judges 3:31), Samson (Judges 13–16), Samuel (1 Samuel 

7:2-17), Saul (1 Samuel 13:1–14:23; 28:1-4; 31:1-10), and 

David (1 Samuel 29:1-2, 11; 2 Samuel 5:17-25). David was 

finally able to subdue the Philistines (2 Samuel 8:1), and they 

remained subject to Israel throughout the reign of Solomon. 

During the time of the divided kingdom, the balance of 

power shifted back and forth. Judah was in control during 

the reigns of Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 17:10-11) and 

Uzziah, but Philistia regained dominion during the reigns of 

Jehoram (2 Chronicles 21:16-17) and Ahaz (2 Chronicles 

28:16-18). 

What do verses 6 and 7 teach about God’s judgments 

against his enemies?   

 

 

 

Chapter 48 

The country of Moab was east of the Dead Sea. It was separated from Edom on the south by 

the Zered River and from Ammon on the north by the Arnon River. The Moabites were 

descendants of Lot, and because they were relatives, the Lord commanded the Israelites to 

leave the Moabites alone as they traveled to the land of Canaan (Deuteronomy 2:9). The 

Moabites, however, did not return the kindness. Balak, the king of Moab, hired Balaam, a 

sorcerer, to put a curse on Israel when the Israelites camped on the plains of Moab as they 

waited to enter the Promised Land (Numbers 22–24). King David, a descendant of Ruth, a 

Moabitess, subjugated the Moabites during his reign (2 Samuel 8:2). During the time of 

King Jehoshaphat, the Moabites joined the Ammonites in making war against Judah (2 

Chronicles 20:1). They assisted King Nebuchadnezzar in punishing King Jehoiakim when he 

rebelled against Babylon in 602 BC. Later, however, they joined King Zedekiah in his rebellion 

against Babylon (Jeremiah 27:3,6) and were conquered and deported after the fall of 

Jerusalem. 

Pharaoh 
Since the “Pharaoh” mentioned in 

verse 1 is not named, it is difficult 

to date this prophecy. It may be 

that Pharaoh Neco attacked Gaza 

at the time he defeated King 

Josiah at Megiddo in 609 BC. (2 

Kings 23:29-30). 

Attack Ashkelon 
The prophecy in verse 7 was 

fulfilled in 604 BC. when 

Nebuchadnezzar passed through 

Philistia with his army while 

pursuing Pharaoh Neco after 

defeating him at Carchemish. 
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What was the besetting sin of the Moabites?   

 

 

After all this judgment, what would happen to Moab?   

 

 

In verses 31, 32, and 36, Jeremiah speaks of his reaction to the destruction that would soon 

come upon Moab. What was his reaction? What did it lead him to do? Why do we need to 

have the same reaction to the judgment coming on the unbelieving world?   

 

 

Chapter 49 

Verses 1-6 The Ammonites were descendants of Lot, the nephew of Abraham (Genesis 

19:38). They lived in the area east of the Jordan River and north of Moab. The Ammonites 

were often in conflict with Israel both before (2 Kings 24:2) and after the fall of Jerusalem 

(Jeremiah 40:11-14)  

What were the two sins for which Ammon would be punished? (verses 1, 4) 

 

 

Verses 7-22 The Edomites were descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:1-19) and lived in the 

mountainous region south of the Dead Sea. Relations between the Edomites and Israelites 

were never good and were made worse when Edom gloated over the misery of Jerusalem 

(Obadiah 3,10-14). 

What was the sin of Edom? (verse 16)   

 

 

Verses 23-27 Damascus was the capital of Syria and is the oldest active city in the world. 

Syria was often in conflict with Israel (2 Kings 13).  

Verses 28-33 Kedar was an Ishmaelite tribe that lived in the Arabian desert (Genesis 

25:13). The location of a desert city named Hazor is uncertain. 

For what will Kedar and Hazor be punished? (verse 31)   
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Verses 34-39 Elam was an ancient kingdom (Genesis 14:1) located east of Babylon near 

the Persian Gulf in what is today Iran. It became part of the Medo-Persian empire, and its 

major city, Susa, became the empire’s capital (Nehemiah 1:1).   

The nations all were beset by the same sin, pride. What does verse 35 tell us about the source 

of Elam’s pride? (Also see Isaiah 22:6.) 

 

 

What gracious promise is found alongside the threats in this chapter? (verses 6 and 39)   

 

 

 

How can peace and prosperity be both a blessing and a potential downfall?   

 

 

 

Chapter 50 

According to 51:59, this prophecy against Babylon was written in the fourth year of King 

Zedekiah’s reign (593 BC). Babylon became the superpower of the ancient world in 612 BC 

when it overthrew the Assyrian empire. God used Babylon to bring his judgment against 

Judah and Jerusalem in 586 BC. Half a century after the fall of Jerusalem, Babylon was 

conquered by the Medo-Persian empire under Cyrus (539 BC). It never regained its 

independence and disappeared entirely until archaeologists began digging up its ruins from 

the desert sands. 

What good purpose would Judah’s captivity in Babylon 

serve? (verses 4-5) 

 

 

 

 

 

Why would Babylon be punished so severely if it was merely carrying out God’s will in 

punishing Jerusalem? (verses 11, 31-32) 

 

 

Bel & Marduk 
Babylon’s destruction would 

discredit its gods. Bel and Marduk 

are alternate names for the same 

Babylonian chief deity. 
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What makes it possible for Israel to look forward to being 

released from Babylon and restored to its home? (verses 

19-20)   

 

 

 

 

What would the fall of Babylon demonstrate about 

Israel’s God? (verses 25, 34, 40)   

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 51 

Jeremiah devotes 110 verses to the destruction of Babylon (chapters 50-51), or nearly twice 

the number devoted to all seven other nations mentioned in chapters 46–49. The special 

attention given Babylon indicates the important role it played in its relations with God’s 

chosen people. In Jeremiah’s time, Babylon was threatening God’s people with destruction, 

but at risk were not only the people of God but the promise of God to send a Savior. When 

Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and deported the Jews, it seemed that Israel would 

lose its identity as a nation and that God’s promise would fail. The fall of Babylon was a signal 

of the release of the chosen people from captivity, their return to the Promised Land, and a 

reminder that God would keep his promise to send the Savior. 

CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE STUDY BIBLE: Cryptograms for Babylon 

Leb Kamai (litreally, “the heart of those who rise against me”) in verse 1 is 

a figure of speech called atbash, a Jewish device where letters are 

substituted for their opposites in the alphabet. In the English equivalent, 

the letter A would be changed to Z, B to Y, and so on. “Leb Kamai” is 

therefore a cipher for Kasdim or Chaldea (Babylonia), just as “Zimri” in 

25:25 might be a cipher for Elam, and “Sheshach” in 25:26 and 51:41 is an 

atbash cipher for Babylon. It is not clear why Jeremiah used atbash in these 

cases since elsewhere he clearly points to Babylon. The spirit or breath or wind of a destroyer 

is known elsewhere in the Old Testament as the east wind or sirocco. This wind is an apt 

figure for the winnowing (verse 2) that God will perform on Babylon. 

From the North 
Babylon, Israel’s great enemy 

“from the north” (1:13), would 

itself become the victim of 

invaders coming “from the north.” 

(verse 3) Though Persia is to the 

east of Babylon, the Medes 

(51:11,28) came from an area 

north and east of Babylon. They 

were an integral part of the 

Medo-Persian empire that 

conquered Babylon. In fact, Cyrus 

the Persian used Darius the Mede 

as his instrument to conquer 

Babylon (Daniel 5:30,31). 
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What would the destruction of Babylon prove about God and his people? (verses 5, 49) Why 

do we need to hear the same truth?   

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN STANDARD BIBLE STUDY BIBLE: Ararat, Minni, & Ashkenaz 

Three kingdoms of the Median Empire - Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz - are 

invited to join battle against Babylon. These kingdoms were northwest of 

Babylon in what is today generally called Armenia. Ararat occupied 

southeastern Turkey and the northern regions of Iraq and Iran, about the 

same area where the Kurdish people live today. Minni or Mannaya (aka the 

Maneans) lived south of Lake Urmia in the southwestern regions of modern 

Iran. Ashkenaz generally refers to Indo-European peoples whom 

Herodotus called Scythians. All these names are known from cuneiform texts discovered by 

archaeologists. 

 

Seraiah was probably the brother of Baruch, Jeremiah’s 

scribe (36:4). He accompanied King Zedekiah on a trip to 

Babylon in 593 BC and was commissioned to read the 

account of all the disasters Jeremiah had said would 

come upon Babylon. What was Seraiah told to do in 

Babylon to reinforce Jeremiah’s words? (verse 63)   

 

 

 

 

 

The last words of 51:64, “The words of Jeremiah end here,” indicate that chapter 52 is a 

later supplement to the book of Jeremiah. It is impossible to say whether it was added by 

Baruch or someone else or perhaps later by Jeremiah, who may have lived to see 

Jehoiachin freed from prison by Evil-Marodach, Nebuchadnezzar’s son and successor. We 

don’t have definite information about the end of Jeremiah’s life. One tradition says he was 

killed by Jews in Egypt; another says that he was taken to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 

581 BC and died peacefully there. 

Babylon’s Thick Wall 
Ancient Babylon was protected by 

a wall thick enough that four 

chariots could travel abreast on 

top of it. The city was left intact at 

the time of its capture in 539 BC, 

but later it was reduced to 

nothing. 
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Chapter 52 

This chapter serves as a recap in order to bring the book 

to a conclusion. This account is very similar to the 

account in 2 Kings 25. 

Why do you think this postscript to Jeremiah’s 

prophecy repeats the account of the destruction of 

Jerusalem?   

 

 

 

 

Why might this chapter contain a complete description 

of the plunder Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple? 

(verses 17-23) (See also 27:16-22.)   

 

 

 

 

Why does the postscript mention the execution of 

Zedekiah’s officials at Riblah? (verses 24-27) (See also 

27:7-9.)   

 

 

 

 

What hope does the book of Jeremiah end on?   

 

Deportations 
Verses 28-30 list the number of 

Jews taken to Babylon in three 

deportations. The first took place 

in 597 BC when 3,023 people 

were deported. The second took 

place in 586 BC in connection 

with the fall of Jerusalem when 

832 people were taken into exile. 

The third took place in 582 BC 

when, either to prevent further 

rebellion or in retaliation for 

Gedaliah’s assassination (41:1-3), 

745 Jews were deported. This list 

seems to include only 

deportations that are not 

mentioned elsewhere. (See 

Daniel 1:1; 2 Kings 24:11-16; 

and Jeremiah 52:12.) 
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